	
	
	



Staff Senate Meeting Minutes
April 8, 2026
William J. Walker Hall, Room 504
 I. Call to Order
• The meeting was called to order at 1:30 PM by Chair Autumn Parker.  
II. Adoption of Agenda
• A motion to adopt the agenda was made, seconded, and passed unanimously.  
III. Roll Call  
IV. Campus Updates
i.  Parking & Transit - Gary Smith
· Three refurbished articulated buses are now in service (total of four).  Additional buses are on order (3-year lead time).
· New Route 27 will launch in August (potentially sooner), operating two buses per hour along College Avenue from campus/Hillcrest to the mall.
· Automated parking guidance systems are planned for Stadium Drive and Harmon Avenue garages (similar to XNA airport), with an accompanying app.
· Surface lot guidance via Park Zen app is in development for fall implementation.
· Parking changes for fall:  Certain green student lots will be redesignated as commuter/faculty/staff permit lots.  New resident relocate lots (Zone 1 and Zone 2) will be introduced with event relocation requirements.
· No permit fee increase for faculty/staff this fall.
· Parking violation fees will increase for ~12 violation types (ranging $15–$55) to better reflect safety impacts; appeal fee rising to $25 (refunded if appeal successful).
V. Approval of Minutes
• March’s minutes were approved.
VI. Treasurer's Report - Michela Cupello
· Primary expenses were chair salary/fringe and staff appreciation allocations.
· Staff Senate budget: $5,000; Staff Appreciation: $3,000.
· Significant additional movement expected in coming months.
VII. Committee Reports
i.  Elections - Kim Gillow
· Election ballot is live. 
· Communications are rolling out; senators were encouraged to vote and promote voting. Issues with ballot access should be directed to sselect@uark.edu. 
· Significant divisional shifts (e.g., Finance & Administration) are anticipated next year due to organizational changes. 

ii.  EOQ/EOY - Ashley Reeves 
· Nominations close April 19. 

· Categories are strong overall, but additional nominations are especially needed in Facilities and Campus Support.
iii.  Legislative - Karmen Boddie 
· Student loan/repayment changes, Pell Grant eligibility adjustments, and budget reconciliation impacts effective July 1.
· Potential effects on graduate/undergraduate borrowing caps, work-study, and other aid programs.
· State-level budget reviews, common course numbering, direct admissions, and a proposed 2026 constitutional amendment on academic standards.  A synopsis with links was offered for distribution.
iv.  Special Events - Becca Clifton 
· Staff Appreciation Week:  Focused on one high-impact day (tentatively Tuesday, May 12) in the Union Quiet Room with morning donuts, afternoon popcorn, athletic trophies for photos, and staff appreciation notecards.
· Staff Picnic:  Wednesday, May 13 (or 15 per transcript clarification), 11:30 AM–1:30 PM at 1021 Dining Hall.  Volunteer sign-ups needed for setup, ticket distribution, staffing the Staff Senate table, and general support.
· Evening off-site social ideas (e.g., trivia/karaoke) under consideration.
· Second and third shift appreciation events in planning (meals and recognition).
· Additional vendors still welcome; contact Jen Boyer.
VIII. Chair's Report – Autumn Parker
· Successful first-ever Staff Coffee with the Chancellor (19/20 attendees); second scheduled for April 30. Topics included employee engagement survey follow-up, athletics funding ($3.4M approved), parking subsidy changes (departments no longer able to subsidize permits), housing growth, research expenditures ($252M record high), graduation rates, and scholarships.
· Next Senate meeting (May) will shift to virtual due to overlap with Staff Picnic.
· Officer nominations are now open (Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer). Self-nominations or nominations via sselect@uark.edu accepted; deadline at May meeting.
· Encouragement for committee chair interest for next year.

IX.   Around the Senate
· Student food pantry Farmer’s Market on Friday, April 10 (10 AM–2 PM on Union Mall) - free items, produce, etc.
· General appreciation expressed for committee work and participation.
XII. Adjourn
• A motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and passed unanimously.
• The meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM.

Attendees:  Kristen Armstrong, Katherine Belcher, Karmen Boddie, Jen Boyer, Vince Capps, Becca Clifton, Roy Cordell, Michela Cupello, AnReckez Daniels, Danielle Dunn, Cindy Folsom, Jen Gilbert, Kim Gillow, Hershel Hartford, Chelsea Hoffman, Katherine Miller, Krista Hoover, John Jackson, Donna Jones, Dani McCool, Ruth Parcells, Autumn Parker, Ben Pollock, Allen Porter, Miriam Phwandaphwanda, Ashley Reeves, Kaitlyn Riggin, Jason Riley, Shannon Siebler Stephen Ritterbush,, Mary Skinner, Myrlinda Soedjede, Trish Watkins, Katie Winkler, and Hasnaini Wood.
Absent:  Katherine Belcher, Cindy Folsom, Lee Shoultz, Shannon Siebler, Carrie Whitmer
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